Use of psychiatric services by patients referred to a consultation unit.
The psychiatric case registers for the hospital catchment area were examined to determine the use of psychiatric services over a 14-year period by a 4-year cohort of consecutive inpatient referrals to the consultation-liaison service of a British general hospital. Two-thirds of the subjects had no other psychiatric care during the survey period, but a third made considerable use of a wide range of specialist psychiatric services. Alcohol problems and dementia were notably associated with complex history of psychiatric management. Management of patients with repeated episodes of psychiatric care requires close collaboration with other services.